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Reflection paper 2.
Sufis believe that the Quran, unlike any other book, should be interpreted on a deeper spiritual level and not in the literal view. To attain this spiritual understanding, one should go towards the path defined by the Quran and nature. The Quran also calls for the reader to reflect and think deeper about its verses. This similar means that to understand what God is communicating through the Quran, there is a need for spiritual experience (Denny, F. 2015).
According to Sufis, actions of any individual are Zahir, and batin is the heart's intent. Zahir is, therefore, the earthly bodies while batin is heavenly. Interpreting the Quran limits the reader to what was written in the early times and cannot relate to what they are going through about the time they read the text. Symbolic interpretation also provokes a sense of seeking more knowledge and understanding of the concerned text. One gets an urge to probe and seek to comprehend prophecies and other messages in the Quran. The scripture being symbolic because it enables one to experience the teachings of God.
Al Ghazali lived during the Islamic golden age advocating for the incorporation of Sufism in mainstream Islam, which for a long time, had been disregarded. He also refuted the teachings of Mutazilites (Griffel, F. 2009). Al Ghazali underwent a crisis in the period when his career had made significant progress. Al Ghazali experienced a personal crisis that was so fatal that it led to a deficiency in his speech, eating, which contributed to his health deteriorating. Fist thinking that it was one of the common medical diseases, it was considered to be a psychological problem which did not have any cure medically. Nevertheless, this first crisis was cured through divine intervention.
For him, it was because of the fear of divine judgment that he experienced his second crisis. Unlike the first crisis, the second one had a fatal impact on him. He considered his activities only motivated by the benefits of the earthly materials, which were not following God's will. This contributed to making attempts to resign from his teaching job in a college, but this did not come into fulfillment. On leaving Baghdad, he headed to Damascus and stayed way from teaching and lecturing for ten years when he decides it was necessary, he saved himself the self-taken imprisonment.
These two crises changed the life of al Ghazali in different ways, especially that it continued to motivate him to stop his career, which was at its peak. His soul searched and realized that his actions were not according to the intentions of God, initiating his life-changing mission. After the crisis, he was able to have a new experience with God and make crucial scholarly work on religion and other academic fields.
 My experience with such a mess has been throughout my life, seeing the challenges that God has saved me from to the point of seeking to understand his will to me and other human beings. Different challenges in one's life seem difficult, and only through a miracle or divine intervention can one get through them. Like al Ghazali, individuals also seek to have new experiences with God by changing their ways of life. In some cases, I have initiated seeking to know God in a much better way than the normal levels of religious teachings. It is, therefore, important for an individual to re-evaluate themselves and seek forgiveness for where one has gone wrong. 
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